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I should mention the visit of M. J.,1 a member of the
Central Committee, who was one of the people with whom
I had negotiated most consistently for the return of the
guns. During the siege he had been in charge of one of
the branches of the food supply. His task was still going
on since he had not yet rendered his accounts. He told
me that since it was impossible to foretell what was going
to happen he was going to turn over to me the money
which was in his possession. The secretary of the Mairie
inspected our books and settled up his accounts.
I observed his attitude of extreme distrust of myself
and pretended not to notice it.
Finally he could no longer contain himself, and said :
'Well, you've cheated us/ And when I made a
gesture: c Yes, yes, you continued to negotiate with us
merely to lull us to sleep, and you cannot expect me to
believe you were not hand in glove with the Government/
I was so dumbfounded by his tone of deep conviction
that I could not find a word to answer. I was bewildered,
astounded; nevertheless, my attitude was such that, seeing
a tear of rage on my cheek, without my having said a
word he begged my pardon for having insulted me and
swore that he would never again believe what he had just
said.
Unfortunately the attitude of the majority of the
National Guard who appeared in my office had caused me
to understand how generally this conviction was held. In
this lay so great a danger that I felt compelled to take every
possible precaution to protect at all costs the prisoners I
was holding and who were so detested by the people.
At about ten o'clock Captain Mayer of the ist Company
of the 169th Battalion (of the National Guard) arrived.
He came to tell me that General Lecomte and a number
of his officers were prisoners in the Chateau-Rouge.2 He
1  Josselin.
2  A hall in the Rue de QigBancourt where public dances were held.